What are religions? Why is it important to understand them?
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It furthers the University's mission by disseminating knowledge in the pursuit of education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence. For that and for so much more, thank you. When Ruskin published his book, he wrote that it was the result of thirty-fi ve years of work and refl ection. Th is book draws on an even longer period (my fi rst article was published almost exactly fi ft y years ago) and it is therefore the consequence of a lifelong attempt to show what religions are and why they remain so important in human life and history. Th e result is, I guess, a desultory memorandum, but it is a truly noble subject. In
